Experience with neuromuscular respiratory failure in an intensive care unit.
Between 1976 and 1980, 32 patients with respiratory failure primarily due to neuromuscular disease were admitted on 34 occasions to the Respiratory Intensive Care Unit of the Johannesburg Hospital. Ninety-four per cent of patients admitted survived and were discharged from hospital. Ninety per cent of the survivors are fully rehabilitated and another 6.7% continue to improve. Despite a frequently prolonged illness, these patients have an excellent prognosis. Early diagnosis and management of respiratory failure in an intensive care unit are essential if their survival is to be ensured.